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  Chamonix Aventures +33 (0)680 42 58 49
offer drops in Monte Rosa, Val Veny and Valais or
for something different they organise trips to Russia,
Turkey, Iceland, Bulgaria and Chile. 
www.chamonix-aventure.com

Heli-ski

  Sanglard +33 (0)4 50 53 24 70
the place to rent all the equipment you need. They offer 
a free transfer service or rent online and they will bring 
the equipment to your hotel. Ask for Dominique (owner) 
if you need special attention or tailor made boots. www.
rentski.com

  Footworks and Mammut +33 (0)4 50 53 13 60
in Chamonix Sud opposite the Aguille du Midi cable 
car. Footworks, on the ground floor, is the place to have 
your boots tailor made; ask for Steve. Visit Mammut 
on the first floor for top quality technical sports and 
outdoor equipment. www.footworks.fr

  Patagonia +33 (0)4 50 55 93 01
the first of Patagonia’s European retail stores, on the
main street of Chamonix. Patagonia ranks up there with 
Arcteryx. www.patagonia.com

Equipment

Chamonix doesn’t offer a lot of good mountain
restaurants although it is slowly improving.

  Chalet-Refuge de Lognan +33 (0)6 88 56 03 54
at Les Grands Montets is definitely one of the best.
Overlooking the Argentière glacier it has wonderful
French country cuisine, fantastic home-made tarts and
always a good atmosphere. It is very popular so book 
in advance. They also have a few rooms you can
stay in. To get there keep right of the glacier when 
skiing under the La Herse lift.

  Crémerie du Glacier +33 (0)4 50 54 07 52
in the forest at the bottom of the slope of the Grands
Montets at the foot of the Lognan cable car. Traditional
cosy wood chalet, good for local cheese dishes and 
worth discovering.

Mountain restaurants

  Le Pcheu +33 (0)4 50 54 33 04
at the bottom of Le Tour is a small place but has good 
food.

  L’Arrêt Bougnette +33 (0)4 50 54 63 04
at the bottom of the Vallorcine side to the right of 
the train station serves typical and local dishes “Le 
Bertoud”.

  Auberge des 3 Ours +33 (0)4 54 63 06
in Brévent has a mountain farm ambience, great grills 
and an authentic feel.

  Les Vieilles Luges +33 (0)6 84 42 37 00
Hidden in the forest on Les Houches ski slopes. Finish 
the night by snow sledging to the village. Bookings 
essential.

Mountain restaurants
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  Albert 1er +33 (0)4 50 53 05 09
the Hameau Albert 1er’s signature restaurant where
Michelin starred chefs Pierre Maillet and Pierre Carrier
create seasonal gastronomic menus. They stock more 
than 20,000 bottles in their cellar, impressive!

  Maison Carrier +33 (0)4 50 53 05 09
the second restaurant in the Hameau Albert 1er in La
Ferme. One of the best in town (and the Alps) serving 
traditional French food. It has a fantastic atmosphere 
with the fireplace in the middle roasting meat. Start 
your dinner with a glass of champagne at the bar.

  Le Bistrot Chamonix +33 (0)4 50 53 57 64
at the Hotel Morgane was recently refurbished. Michelin 
starred chef Mickey is one of the best chefs in France. 
Excellent service.

Restaurants

  Casa Valerio +33 (0)4 50 55 93 40
if you get tired of French cuisine come here for
excellent wood fired pizza (more than 50 types) and 
pasta. Eating at the bar is also recommended. Popular 
with locals and open all afternoon. Next door is the new 
Italian Osteria, The Dolce Vista.

  Eden +33 (0)4 50 53 18 43
at Les Praz is a well kept secret. Well priced and
sophisticated French menu. Ideal for pre-dinner drinks
in front of the fireplace and to watch the sunset.

  L’Atmosphère +33 (0)4 50 55 97 97
a local favourite with good views and an even better
selection of Savoie wines (over 300) and gastronomic
cuisine. Cosy chalet-style décor with a covered
terrace overlooking the Arve river. Has a Michelin star 
and booking is advised.

Restaurants

  L’Impossible +33 (0)4 50 53 20 36
an 18th century barn that has been converted into a
fine dining restaurant by extreme skier Sylvain Saudan.
The specialty is meat cooked on a chimney fire. 

  La Ferme de Stéphane +33 (0)4 50 54 26 34
new in Les Houches and has a home delivery service 
- excellent!

Restaurants

  Atelier Café 

open until 7pm and has a good selection of wines by 
the glass. With an outside terrace close to the river it 
has a calm and soothing atmosphere.

  Chambre Neuf 

an ideal place to start the night. A favourite meeting 
place for locals and visitors, it has a fun and busy vibe.

  L’Elévation 1904 

a café bar that challenges Chambre Neuf for the 
premier après-ski spot.

  Le Lapin Agile 

a great wine bar with a selection from around the world. 
Also good for light Italian meals.

  Le Privelage

lounge bar open from 4pm to 2am for the more
discerning clientele.

Après-ski
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  Clubhouse Bar 

serves the best cocktails and is a great place for a 
relaxing drink by candlelight. 

  MBC Micro Brasserie Chamonix 

an Australian pub with good live music and local 
beers which you can see being brewed. Just outside 
Chamonix on the road to Argentière near the sports 
centre.

  La Cantina

owned by the local “Manu” for over 20 years. Excellent 
Tex mex food in an exotic atmosphere. They also have 
live bands and DJs from around the world.

  La Terrasse

the Clubhouse, run by the same owners as Milk &
Honey in London and New York, is members only but
non members can make dinner reservations. 

  Hameau Albert 1er +33 (0)4 50 53 05 09
the best hotel in Chamonix. This 100 year old chalet-
style hotel is the epitomy of luxury and character. You 
can swim in the inside and outside pool and each suite 
has a fireplace and Bang & Olufsen televisions. A new 
annex and spa opened recently. www.hameaualbert.fr

  La Ferme +33 (0)4 50 53 05 09
also part of Le Hameau and known as the Farmhouse.
Chic and authentic. www.hameaualbert.fr

  Jeu de Paume +33 (0)4 50 54 03 76
halfway towards Argentière at Le Lavancher. A good 
place to stay with a group of friends and not have to 
venture into town too often. It has a classic atmosphere 
with a beautiful seethrough fireplace and is quite 
reasonable. With a little updating this could be a top 
notch Alpine hotel. www.jeudepaumechamonix.com

HotelsAprès-ski

  Auberge du Bois Prin +33 (0)4 50 53 33 51
ideal for peace and quiet on the Moussoux heights of
the south side. Dine at the restaurant for a panoramic
view of Mt. Blanc. www.boisprin.com

  La Chapelle d’Elisa +33 (0)4 50 54 00 17
a great alternative if you want to get out of the centre of 
town. A converted chapel, it is the smallest hotel in Les 
Grands Montets (and maybe even the smallest in all of 
the Alps). Ski-in ski-out, but for the experienced skier 
only. www.helisa-ski.com

  Eden +33 (0)4 50 53 18 43
a nice basic option with a friendly and welcoming 
atmosphere. It is located near Les Praz and has a 
certain Scandinavian style to it. 
www.hoteleden-chamonix.com
  

Hotels

  Ski touring

Discover Ski Touring in the Chamonix Valley. Take
the lift system and it’s an hour’s walk to access
fantastic off-piste skiing and virgin powder. Look out
for wild animals on the way. The service of a guide will
guarantee the best choice for the day and be sure to
find the right way back to the valley! Ask Franck 
Moscatello (see Guides).

  Food market

A traditional food market is held every Saturday
morning from 8am to 12pm. The best you can get in
local cheeses, meats, breads, fruit, vegetables and
other delicacies.

  Paragliding +33 (0)6 61 84 61 50
Book at Chamonix-Parapente for tandem flights across 
Les Grands Montets, Aiguille du Midi or Brévent. Ask 
for Fred, Herve or Christophe.

Things to do
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Megève (1,100m) If you are skiing in the Chamonix 
region for three days or longer, you can purchase a 
Skipass Mont-Blanc, which includes the resorts of 
Megève and Les Contamines as well as Saint-Gervais, 
Courmayeur and a handful of other resorts in the area. 
Of course, you will need much more than three days to 
enjoy such a large expanse of terrain.  

Megève is by far the most up-market of the group 
and stands out as the resort whose atmosphere is 
as different from Chamonix as night and day. People 
strolling the streets may or may not be skiers, but they 
are more likely to be wearing jewellery than climbing 
equipment. 

Other resorts - Megève

The mountains
The Megève ski area is better suited for beginner and 
intermediate skiers but at the same time is exactly the 
sort of resort where one can sometimes find some 
excellent powder that goes untracked for days because 
the area does not attract a large number of off-piste 
skiers. The lift system connects with the villages of La 
Giettaz, Le Christomet, Combloux, and St. Nicolas de 
Veroce, as well as St. Gervais. You can also ski off-
piste down to Les Contamines. Megève’s own ski area 
is made up of three separate sectors—Le Jaillet, Mont 
d’Arbois, and Rochebrune.

  Le Jaillet

is away from the centre of town so often has fewer 
skiers, making it a good choice. There are a few nice 
off-piste descents here, which are usually not as risky 
as some of the off-piste terrain on Mont d’Arbois. Some 
of the best views of Mt. Blanc can be enjoyed from 
here. 

Other resorts - Megève

Other resorts - Megève

  Mont d’Arbois

the lower slopes of this area are comprised of a 
lot of broad highways suitable for beginners and 
intermediates, but it is also the largest of the ski areas 
and also has quite a few off-piste possibilities. 
Among the fare offered here is Mt. Joly, where the lift 
reaches 2,353 metres, the highest point in the Megève 
lift system. Mt. Joly also has some of the best but 
most dangerous off-piste skiing in Megève. A traverse 
away from town brings skiers to various funnel-shaped 
ravines that go down to the buffalo farm (domaine de 
la Stassaz). These can be brilliant if the conditions 
are right, but these gullies can also be a graveyard 
on avalanche prone days. Alternatively, there are also 
some south-facing off-piste routes from Mt. Joly to Les 
Contamines, which are not as steep. You can also often 
find some untracked snow between the pistes from Mt. 
Joux down toward Les Communailles, from the Épaule 
peak to the bottom of the Croix du Christ lift, and from 
the Princesse lift to the middle station.

  Rocherbrume

the actual Rocherbrune lift only goes up to 1,754 
metres, but this area also includes the Cote 2,000 
at the end of the valley, where the terrain is more 
challenging both on and off the piste. In the right 
conditions, you can also find some very good tree-
skiing.

Mountain restaurants
Megève has some of the best restaurants in the Alps. 
The list of fine eateries doesn’t end in the village but 
extends up the mountain and caters for guests who 
would like to spend more time at the table than on the 
piste.

  La Ravière +33 (0)4 50 93 15 71
a rustic hut in the woods near the La Croix chair lift. 
Excellent homemade French cuisine. Can be difficult to 
find but worth it. Ideal for a long lunch.

Other resorts - Megève
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Other resorts - Megève

  L’Alpage +33 (0)4 50 93 12 76
at the bottom of Communailles serves excellent 
Savoyard food and has a cosy atmosphere.

  Idéal 1850 +33 (0)4 50 21 31 26
Michelin starred with panoramic views of Mont
Blanc from the terrace. Popular with the haute monde.

  La Taverne du Mont d’Arbois +33 (0)4 50 21 03 53
at the foot of Mont d’Arbois is good for authentic
Savoyard and local specialities in a warm chalet
atmosphere over three floors.

Restaurants
  Flocons de Sel +33 (0)4 50 21 49 99

chef Emmanuel Renaut produces inventive menus
created daily and worth sampling. Great service in a
traditional setting. Two Michelin stars.

  Le Cintra +33 (0)4 50 21 02 60
is best for seafood and modern French and has been a 
Megèvan institution since 1937.

  Domaine de la Sasse +33 (0)6 09 90 30 29
a relatively unknown and unusual gourmet experience 
with Dominique Méridol’s menu based entirely around 
bison from his own herd. Bookings essential. Accesible 
by a 20 minute walk up a steep path so it’s not easy to 
get to.

Après-ski
For many, Megève is better known for its après-ski
than its skiing and has a multitude of piano bars and
nightclubs.

  Club de Jaz Les Cinq Rues 

is a popular international jazz and cocktail bar with a 
fireplace and live music.

Other resorts - Megève

Other resorts - Megève

  Georges

famous for its exceptional champagne selection and 
delicacies.

Hotels
With almost all of Megève’s beds in apartments or 
chalets, there are no huge hotels, and that adds to the 
atmosphere as well. Many of the regular guests are 
from nearby Geneva, and stay in some of the luxury 
homes when they holiday here. 

  Le Fer a Cheval +33 (0)4 50 21 30 39
a quiet chalet-style hotel with a wood and stone
interior giving a rustic yet chic feel. The restaurant also
has great food. www.feracheval-megeve.com

  Chalet du Mont d’Arbois +33 (0)4 50 21 25 03
built for the Baroness Noémie de Rothschild in the
1920s this hotel continues to attract a chic crowd and 
has a spa, fitness centre, outdoor swimming pool, golf 
course and 6 restaurants! www.chalet-montarbois.com

  Mont Blanc +33 (0)4 50 21 20 02
Megève’s traditional leading hotel. Elegant and
fashionable with its own unique style. Centrally located.
www.hotelmontblanc.com

Things to do
 Treat yourself at the spa at Les Fermes de Marie, the

best spa in Megève and one of the best in the world.

 Visit Guilhem Joaillier - a beautiful shop - where they 
would be delighted to show you LINDE WERDELIN 
watches and ski instruments, or indeed other selections 
of watches and jewellery. +33 (0)4 50 21 66 80

Other resorts - Megève
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Other resorts - Les Contamines

Les Contamines (1,160m) Les Contamines is 
much smaller than Megève and less well known but 
maintains its authenticity and charm. Here one can 
enjoy stunning views of the Mt. Blanc Massif, but the 
village is in a steep valley and does not get as much 
sun as Megève.

The mountains
There are a lot of off-piste possibilities, especially 
suited for skiers who wish to try their hand away 
from the marked trails for the first time. Much of the 
terrain is relatively gentle, and the wide, open spaces 
that exist on the upper slopes above the tree line are 
ideal for those dabbling into the freeride world for 
the first time. Freeride experts can ski down towards 
the buffalo farm toward Megève. The route from this 
side of the mountain is more difficult and at least as 
avalanche prone as from the Mt. Joly lift, so don’t do 
this without a guide. Almost all the skiing is above the 
tree line, making the mountain ill-suited for skiing in 
poor visibility. 

Mountain restaurants
  Auberge de Colombaz +33 (0)4 50 47 01 50

local recipes with a panoramic terrace with views of
Mont Blanc. Arrive by ski taxi and a toboggan descent
after dinner.

  La Roselette +33 (0)4 50 47 13 31
just off from the lift of the same name. Good food and 
service.

  Ferme de la Ruelle +33 (0)4 79 38 88 30
an old mountain chalet with a south facing terrace.

Restaurants
  L’ô a la Bouche +33 (0)4 50 47 81 67

has two restaurants, dine in L’ô for gastro meals or
Marmott’s for regional specialites.

Other resorts - Les Contamines

Other resorts - Les Contamines

  La Vieille Auberge +33 (0)4 50 47 04 76
serves Savoyarde specialties and has a creperie with 
an open fire.

  L’op Traken +33 (0)4 50 47 03 93
has reblochon fondue and good vin chaud.

Après-ski
  Savoisienne

traditional bar-restaurant near the river. Great food
and worth a visit.

  Ty Briez

creperie that turns into a lively bar

Hotels
  La Chemenaz +33 (0)4 50 47 02 44

a comfortable and cosy hotel opposite the cable car.
Great views, heated swimming pool and restaurant.
www.chemenaz.com

Notre-Dame-de-Bellecombe  
is a fifteen minute drive from Megève and is one of our 
favourite hidden spots after a big snowfall and when 
the other resorts are closed. You will find no-one off-
piste except for the local mountain guide, Jojo, and his 
clients. +33 (0)6 80 68 68 10

If you visit here be sure to dine at Ferme de Victorine, 
a cosy family farm restaurant where you can see cows 
through the windows. It’s one of the best restaurants of 
the region. +33 (0)4 79 31 63 46

Other resorts - Notre-Dame-de-Bellecombe

The content of this guide offers suggestions only and gives no guarantee on the 
quality and reliability of the various locations and addresses which are subject to 
changes. This booklet is not to be relied upon as a safety guide.

Whilst we would love to spend every day of the season 
skiing in each resort, we just don’t have the time! 
Therefore we welcome any comments, suggestions or 
feedback from you. 
Please email skiguide@lindewerdelin.com


